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Dear Parents & Carers

Weekly update

Covid Updates

I'm sure that you are all aware that the Prime Minister announced on the 19th January that he
wanted to lift all the plan B restrictions as of the 26th January 2022. There were, as with all
things, caveats to this and it was dependent on the local context. It was delegated to the local
public health directors to manage their own boroughs based on context, such as cases in and
out of hospital.

At Norbury High we always seem to be the first in the borough to be affected by rising covid
case, but other schools are now being affected like we were and in certain circumstances have
had to use remote learning

Following on from our 7 day closure and isolation, we saw a reduction in cases compared to the
130 cases we ended up with over the three week period since returning to school in January’
However, what we are now seeing is pockets of concentrated outbreaks amongst year group
peers, an example of this is 9 students out of one form have all now tested positive in a short
period of time.

We had our review with public health today and in light of the pattern of cases here and what
they already know, public health has determined that the Amber restrictions must remain in
place until we break up for half-term which is Thursday 10th February 2022. I’m sure that you
share our disappointment but ultimately these decisions have been made to keep us all as safe
as we can. Your daughters and our staff will need to continue with the daily lateral flow testing
before leaving for school. If they have run out please get them to ask their form tutor to get
another box for them.

As a parent, should your child contract covid, you need to advise NHS track and trace of your
daughter’s close contacts including any staff who have been less than 2m away from her for
more than 20 minutes.

I am still awaiting some dates from the NHS doctors for the parents Q&A session so please bear
with us as we await a date for you to ask your questions.



E-Safety Update

Tuesday 8th February is Safer Internet Day, please find below a link to a free parent webinar
hosted by Parentzone with regard to keeping children safe online, in particular with regard to
online gaming: SID22 - Parents Session - online gaming.pdf (parentzone.org.uk)

Well Being Conference

On the 19th January we held our Wellbeing conference for Years 12 & 13 students. This proved
to be a very enjoyable and rewarding experience as the students took part in a number of
workshops, including a guest appearance from Croydon Drop In. The highlight for many
students was the team building competition in which the students had to build a bridge from
limited resources, with many budding engineers showcasing their creative skills

As we approach the Spring term and the beginning of exam season it is important that all
students and parents have the tools to manage their wellbeing. As a parent, if you would like to
find out more information on how to support your daughter’s mental and physical wellbeing you
can speak to your daughter’s Head of Year; you can refer to the health and wellbeing section on
the school website or you can access support from the following organisations:

- Off the Record
- Kooth
- YoungMinds
- Anna Freud National Centre
- Childline

Summer 2022 Examinations

At the start of January 2022, the Education Secretary Nadhim Zahawi stated in the House of
Commons that GCSEs and A levels would ‘absolutely’ take place this year; the government is
clear that students entering GCSEs, AS or A levels in 2022 should expect to take exams in the
summer and complete any non-exam assessments in the usual way throughout the academic
year.

In recognition of the fact that students’ education has been disrupted by the pandemic, they will
be given extra help to prepare for their exams as follows, as confirmed following a joint DfE and
Ofqual consultation.

● Students taking GCSEs in English literature, history, ancient history and geography will
not need to cover the usual range of content in the exams.

● Students taking GCSEs in all other subjects will be given advance information about the
focus of the content of the exams to support their revision which will be released from
7th February 2022.

https://parentzone.org.uk/system/files/SID22%20-%20Parents%20Session%20-%20online%20gaming.pdf?utm_source=Parent+Zone+Newsletter&utm_campaign=ae4badc53e-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_06_30_03_33_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1ee27d9000-ae4badc53e-178753501
http://www.talkofftherecord.org/croydon/
https://www.kooth.com/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.annafreud.org/
https://www.childline.org.uk/


● Students taking AS and A levels will be given advance information about the focus of the
content of the exams to support their revision

● Students taking GCSE mathematics will be given in their exams copies of formulae they
would in other years have to memorise

● Students taking GCSE physics and combined science will be given in their exams a
sheet covering all the equations they might need to apply in the exams

Ofqual’s Chief Regulator has published an open letter to students regarding these changes
accessible via:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-letters-arrangements-for-gcses-as-and-a-level
s-in-2022/letter-to-students

At Norbury High we continue to prepare students for their examinations and great efforts have
been put in by students and staff alike to overcome any gaps in students’ learning due to
unforeseen school closures. Subjects are required to teach content as specified by the exam
board specifications but can look to use the advance information documents from the 7th
February to target revision ahead of the exam series. We now have approximately 11 school
weeks left before the start of the exams and this is a good amount of time to seize opportunities
to sharpen subject skill sets, attend revision and intervention offers as well as ask for help and
support if needed; strong attendance to lessons is essential especially in this crucial countdown.

For many of our students this will be their first experience of formal exams and therefore
students should seek to complete practice questions as part of their robust revision programme
whenever possible. Once the advance information has been released by exam boards this will
be shared with students to support revision prioritisation to ensure students are as prepared as
possible for their exams.

Our examination cohorts and their corresponding teachers have been working incredibly hard
under very difficult circumstances to ensure students are exam ready and they have the best
opportunities to excel and achieve in circumstances which have been out of the school’s control.
It has been difficult and frustrating when the situation has been required to change; the Norbury
High School staff and students have faced this frequent change with great strength,
perseverance, and resilience. The academic year is far from over and students have a good
amount of time to demonstrate their strengths, build on areas that need it and develop in each
of their subjects, ready to perform at their best come summer.

I hope that you have a good weekend and I look forward to seeing your daughters in school
next week.

Best Wishes

Mrs Hayden
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